Incarcerated Drug-Abusing Mothers: Their Characteristics and
Vulnerability

Although the number of mothers with histories of drug addiction who are
incarcerated has grown substantially in recent years, there is little
information on their unique characteristics and vulnerability. Undertaken to
address this issue, this study examined data on 167 incarcerated drug-
abusing mothers from Baltimore City who had volunteered for a parenting
program offered at a Maryland correctional facility. Prior to entering this
program, mothers who consented to participate completed a battery of
assessment measures, which included an extensive interview covering their
early developmental and current experiences, along with standardized
instruments measuring psychological adjustment and parenting satisfaction.
Analyses of these data focused on the link between risk/protective factor
information drawn from the early development experiences of the mothers
and their current adjustment status. Results revealed significant relationships
between higher risk levels and less favorable current adjustment.
Implications of the findings of the study for both prevention and clinical
intervention efforts targeting both mothers and their children are discussed.



